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Monitoring of Surfactants in the River Water in Tokyo

Tokiko Yoshizumi*, Mikio Kikuchi**, Micﬁiko Matsui***
Harumi Kise*** and Meiko Wakabayashi

+ Air Quality Protection Division,

+ » Kanagawa Institute of Technology,

» = » Asgsociate Researcher

Summary

Surfactants such as linear alkylbenzenesulfonate (ILAS), poiyoxyethylene octylpheny!l ether (QOPE} and
polyoxyethylene nonylphenyl ether (NPE) were monitored at 9 sites in 5 rivers in the Tokyo Metropolitan
area, Sample waters were obtained four times in a year namely in June, August, October and February,
through fiscal years of 1996 and 1997.

Maximum values of LAS and NPE concentrations were observed to be 0.093 and 0.007 mg/ £ respective-
ly. Both concentrations in every February raised by a factor of 2 to 5 compared with ones in every June
to October. On the other hand, the concentrations of OPE ranged less than 0.00lme/ & except for one
sample. The concentration of these surfactants increased gradually from the upper to the down in the
Tama River. The water quality of these water is good for using as a source of water supply.

Keywords : nonionic surfactant, river water, linear alkylbenzenesulfonate, polyoxyethylene octylphenyl

ether, polyoxyethylene nonylphenyl ether
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