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Fundamental Research on Coppice Forest Vegetation
and Environmental Factors.
(2) Biota in managed and non-managed coppice forests

Kuniko Suga, Takeshi Oohashi and Masahiko Ohno

Summary

In order to determine a management method of coppice forests near the urban district of Tokyo,
present vegetation and community structures of arthropods forests were studied in managed and
non-managed forests. The vegetation of these forests was regarded as association of Quercus
serrata and Quercus acutissima and second association of Aster scaber. In a managed coppice
foreston a plateau, where shrubs and weeds were cut out and fallen leaves were gathered out every
winter season, the floor of the managed forest was light and herbaceous plants were diverse. On
the other hand, in the non-managed coppice forest on a plateau, shrubs and Pleioblastus chino
grew thick, and the number of species and the coverage for herbaceous layer was smaller than
those in managed forest. In non-managed coppice forests on a slope, the number of tree species
was relatively large and the vegetation of herbaceous layer was rich compared with those of the
non-managed coppice forest in the plateau. This may be attributed to the complicated landform
of the slope. Arthropod community of the managed forest was not necessarily more diverse than
that of the non-managed forests. Fallen leaves weighed about 5.5 tons per 1 ha in the forests

on the plateau, and it was almost the same as that of the general coppice.

Keywords: coppice forest, vegetation, species diversity, Pleioblastus chino, Quercus serrata,

Quercus acutissima, forest management
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