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A Study on Management of Household Hazardous Waste (3)
— Results of Questionnaire Survey on Management of Prohibited
Waste to Discharge in Public Cleansing Offices —

AZUMA Hideo*, TAKAHASHI Masashi and NAKAURA Hisao

*Tama Environment Office

Summary

Municipal solid waste contains domestic pesticides, spent oil etc. as well as battery and aerosol
cans. Such kind of wastes (Household Hazardous Waste: HHW) is handled as wastes-difficult-to-
handle in Japan and refused to collect by municipalities (prohibited-wastes-to-discharge). In this
context not only residents but the fronts of public cleansing are baffled with them.

Questionnaire survey on actual situation of handling HHW in public cleansing offices was car-
ried out. Questioners were circulated to 140 municipalities all over Japan including the cities in
Tokyo and recovered 127 answers. About 99% municipalities define prohibited-wastes-to-dis-
charge and only 4% have some special recovery system for them. Over 80% of municipalities
experience inappropriate/illegal discharge of prohibited wastes. There are few municipalities
which could catch out offenders. Most municipalities take over illegally discharged wastes by
necessity and entrust them to private disposal contractors. More than 50% municipalities accept
frequent (several times a week or more) inquiry about HHW disposal from citizens.

Key words : household hazardous waste, small business hazardous waste, wastes-difficult-to-han-

dle, prohibited-wastes-to-discharge, separate collection, illegal discharge
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