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Investigation Concerning Influence of Treated sewage

on water quality and benthos of Tokyo’s rivers
WANAMI Kazuo, TAKEUCHI Takeshi*,

* Tokyo Metropolitan Government Bureau of Environment,Natural Environment Division

Summary
As of March 31, 2008,100 percent of all residences in Ward Area had sewers, as did 97 % of all residences in the
Tama Area. Sewerage treatment water came to hold many of water quantity of Tokyo’s river with the spread of
sewers. We investigated it in the Kandagawa river, the Asakawa river and the Tamagawa river to grasp the
influence that sewerage treatment water gave to the river water and benthos. The ratio that sewerage treatment
water held in quantity of river water was 81% ~88% in the Kandagawa River, 19%~28% in the Asakawa River,
20%~66% in the Tamagawa River. Phosphorus concentration of sewerage treatment water was remarkably high in
comparison with phosphorus concentration of river water. Nitrate held more than 80% of nitrogen in sewerage
treatment water and river water. The number of the kinds of the benthos decreased at the spot where sewerage

reatment water flowed into just after that.
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