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Composition of plastic wastes and method of recycling
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OKUBO Shin™, ARAI Yasuhiro™, KOIZUMI Akira™

(" Tokyo Environmental Public Service Corporation, Engineering Department)

(" Tokyo Metropolitan Govemment Bureau of Environment, Environmental Improvement Division)

(" * " Tokyo Metropolitan University)

Summary

Regarding the processing and disposal of waste plastics in the Tokyo metropolitan area, the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government Waste Management Plan sets a goal of eliminating landfill processing by
the end of fiscal 2010, and has successfully reduced the landfill ratio for waste plastics, generated at
an approximated 500 thousand tons per year (2003), from approximately 80% (2003) to approximately
47% (2006). On the other hand, because the waste plastics generated as industrial waste material
from urban activity exist in such large quantities and diverse types, in order to construct a processing
system that does not rely on landfill processing, choices for recycling methods that are appropriate for
discharge characteristics, such as waste composition, are necessary.

By clarifying waste composition and trends in generation for waste plastics generated as industrial
waste material and assessing the actual state of recycling therein, this study considers recycling
methods which are selectable for eliminating landfill processing and the hurdles associated with each
choice.
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