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The survey of the coliform count in river water in Tokyo (3)
— Behavior of Escherichia coli and coliform bacteria

in the Edo river water —

ISHII Marina, WANAMI Kazuo, KISE Harumi*

(* associate researcher)

Summary
Coliform count, Escherichia coli (E. coli) count, and other bacterial counts in the Edo river water and
treated wastewater were measured. More than half of the samples, the coliform count exceeded the
environmental standards. In river water, E. coli count that indicates fecal contamination properly is less
than 10% of total coliform. Number of fecal streptococci and spores of clostridium perfringens were also
measured on several samples. They were normal level of river surface water. Survey results suggest it is
more suitable to use fecal coliform count, E. coli count, number of fecal streptococci, and spores of clostridium

perfringens than coliform count to indicate fecal contamination in river water.

Key Words : coliform count, E. coli count, river water, treated wastewater, Edo river
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